
All are Welcome 
at the Table 
of the Lord!  

Sunday Services at 10:30AM     Parking in the Wheelock College parking lot next to the Rectory. 
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Don’t forget! 10:30 AM 
September 9th services return 
to 10:30 am in the Sanctuary.

The Rector's Message
My wife and I had a wonderful and relaxing summer and 
I hope that you did as well. Our children are growing 
rapidly.  My eleven-year-old son is an excellent swimmer 
and continued to hone his skills in jumping off cliffs at the 
Rockport quarries.  His record at this time is 32 feet!  At first, 
I attempted to matched him jump for jump, but when the 

cliffs began towering over 12 feet, I realized this was no longer something I needed 
to keep up with.  51 years of age just seems to smack into the water a lot harder than 
11 years does.  While I share in my son’s excitement over his latest leap, I just don’t 
enjoy heights (or that torrent of water rushing up my nose).  And this summer, I 
also noticed that when my son and I fool around or wrestle on the living room floor, 
suddenly, he’s now able to break the old man’s “Kung Fu Grip,” and worse, he can 
even give his Papa a solid hockey check that has me whimpering for the tube of Ben 
Gay!  What the heck’s going on?   It seems I expect my squash and tomatoes to grow 
and ripen, but perhaps I always sort of figured that my children would stay about leg 
height, or at least small enough so that I could carry them up the stairs when they 
fell asleep on the couch.  Not anymore.  Bittersweet, mostly sweet, but a little sad 
too.  Kids grow so quickly!  Psalm 128 speaks of children being “olive shoots” around 
the table. I’ve read that olive trees have a deep root system which keeps them firmly 
grounded and thriving even in a drought season. How it is that we all desire this for 
our own children. As we begin this year, I plan to focus with Amanda, our Children’s 
Education director, on ways I can help to nourish and deepen our Sunday School 
and especially our Youth Group as a new crop of children enter their teen years. We 
want our young people to have deep spiritual wells in which to draw upon Jesus their 
Saviour through all that is and is to come.  It all starts now! 

Adult Forum is back! 
The Reverend Merritt Harrison will lead a discussion group based 
on the work of John Polkinghorne, Quantum Physicist 
and Anglican Priest Sunday mornings in October and November.  
Stay tuned for further information in the October newsletter.

continued on page 3

At an August special meeting, our 
vestry unanimously approved receiving 
the gift of a newly restored Hook 
and Hastings Tracker Organ for our 
church.  This was given by Parkman 
Shaw, a longtime parishioner.  The 
organ is a Hook & Hastings Op. 1366.  
It was built in New England in 1887, 
and the organ spent its entire “career” 
at Felicity Methodist Church in New 
Orleans, LA.  In 2005, Hurricane 
Katrina severely damaged the roof and 
the organ.  The organ was purchased 
by Redman Organ Company of Fort 
Worth, Texas, and completely restored.  
The organ is freestanding within a 
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What is a Pledge?
Over the years, Church of Our Saviour’s 
Vestry and Stewardship Committee 
have attempted to provide guidance to 
members of the church about whether 
to pledge, how to pledge and how much 
to pledge.  Most recently, in 2010, we 

published a series of newsletter 
articles which were compiled 
into a short brochure, entitled 
Stewardship 101.  Anyone 
who would like a copy of that 
brochure need only to contact 
Marsha Searle in the Church 
office, at 617.277.7334 or at 
oursaviourbrookline@gmail.com.

However, as we approach the 
annual pledge season for 2013, 
it has come to our attention that 
some church members, who 
perhaps never saw the brochure 

or who joined since it was published, still 
have questions about what constitutes 
a pledge.  To address your concerns, 
we’ve decided to write a short series of 
newsletter articles this fall summarizing 
why it’s so important for church 
members to make a pledge to COOS 
each year.

First, it’s probably a good thing to remind 
everyone what the definition is of being 
a member of the Episcopal Church.  It’s 
very simple: you are a baptized Christian, 
accepting the role of Jesus Christ as our 
savior; you attend church regularly (and 
you get to define just how often that is!) 
and participate in its activities, as you 
can; and you make a pledge. That’s it!

As stated by the Episcopal Diocese 
of Massachusetts, “Just as Christians 
are called to worship in community, 
participate in Eucharist, serve the poor 

and needy in the wider world, and share 
the Gospel with others, they are called 
to be good stewards, to thank God by 
giving back a portion of what God has 
given to us.  Time, talent and treasure 
are the three ways we can display our 
gratitude.”  Put another way, pledging 
is part of how we express our faith, 
returning to God, the true and rightful 
owner of all creation, part of the time, 
talent and treasure we have been so 
graciously given.

Each fall, members are asked to make 
their pledges for the following year.  You 
will receive a letter with a pledge card 
from Joel Ives, and can indicate on the 
card how you would like to pay that 
pledge – monthly, quarterly or as a lump 
sum payment by check or gift of stock.  
We will discuss in later articles how 
much to pledge, but the critical point is 
the need to make one!  Many members 
contribute in other ways – participating 
in the annual auction, helping the 
property committee with time, talent 
and/or treasure, supporting the church’s 
music program, etc.  But all of these ways 
of expressing our faith are in addition to, 
not instead of, an annual pledge.

The dictionary defines stewardship as 
the act of managing another person’s 
property.  As a steward, you don’t 
own the property but you do have full 
responsibility for its care.  Members of 
Church of Our Saviour can act as its 
stewards by making an annual pledge 
which will both serve as an active 
expression and affirmation of your faith, 
and underwrite the basic activities of 
the church, maintaining its health and 
preserving its vitality for the future.  
When you receive Joel’s letter, we 
encourage you to respond as generously 
as you can.

Baptisms
Madeleine Louise Vincentini
July 8, 2012

For the measure 
you give 

will be the measure 
you get back.  

Luke 6:38 

Members of the 

Stewardship Committee: 

Joel Ives, Eric Gedstad, 

Timothy Harwood, Doug Skillins
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By the time you read this newsletter, hopefully the new sign should be in place and 
it is truly wonderful. (Sewer construction on Monmouth St. could present logistical 
challenges.) The two stone pillars that support the sign were built in July by Mark Betts, a 
skilled mason from Belmont.  The pillars look as though they were built in 1868, which is 
just what we hoped.  The rector found special granite slabs (in Rockport, where else?) and 
another stone mason shaped them into the pointed tops.  Be sure and look at the sign.  
The sign was given in loving memory of Mary Alice Boardman Howe, who died June 
2, 2010, by her mother Eunice Howe.  We are so delighted and blessed to have such a 
wonderful tribute to Mary Alice that will draw many families and persons to our parish.  

'Font-tastic!'
Edward Whitney and Joan Young supervised (move it to the left, no...a little bit to 
the right....no..back a little..that’s it!) while a team of professional movers grunted, 
sweated and hulked our 2,000-pound sandstone baptismal font, somehow carting it 
to the front of the church and to the right.  I’ve been aware for some time now, that 
turning around en masse for Baptisms during our Sunday service is awkward and 
(quite unintentionally) not as welcoming as we’d like to be to new families in our 
parish. So,for now, the baptismal font is placed where the piano usually is.  Of course, 
like Fenway Park, Church of Our Saviour has a few “restricted view” seats due to 
pillars, but we’ll try it out and see how it works.  If it’s not a good match, we’ll move 
it again next summer!  Interestingly, you can see in the attached photograph, that this 
is not the first time it’s been moved.  Notice how in the photo it’s right at the head of 

the aisle.  Have font will travel !

Organ article
continued from page 1

beautiful oak case, and will be located in 
the back of the church.  Installation is 
planned for early November.  Director of 
Music Joshua Slater and Organist Matt 
Hall inspected a dozen possible organs on 
behalf of Mr. Shaw, and this Hook was 
the all-around best fit for our parish, and 
one whose arrival they could feel truly 
excited about.  

As rector, I feel that the reinstating of a 
true organ into this historic parish, an 
instrument mirroring the original organ 
given the church by Sarah Lawrence, 
is essential toward keeping our doors 
open for generations to come.  Within 
the Episcopal Church there is an ever-
widening spectrum of music on Sunday 
mornings, some of it good, some of it 
“cheez whiz.”  But the success of the 
music program at Church of Our Saviour 
shows that there exists a hunger for sacred 
music played upon real instruments, no 
electronics, no tambourines.  Now, with 
an authentic organ that fits the period in 
which our church was built, we will be 
able to attract groups for concerts and 
organists who will want to give recitals.  I 
will write more about this and in greater 
detail very soon.  Meanwhile, please know 
how excited I am about this astoundingly 
generous and essential addition to the life 
of our parish. 

continued on the last page.
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Altar Guild 
News
Joan Young, Directress

Thank you to Debra 
Wasiowicz, who was in charge of 
summer services during the month 
of July, and to Halani Foulsham and 
Liza Connelly who shared August 
duties.  Also, a big thank you goes to 
all the men who set up furniture, and 

to the other Altar Guild 
members who pitched in. 
Everything seemed to run 
very smoothly due to all 
of your efforts.

There are many wonderful 

reasons to contribute to 
the floral arrangements at 
Church of Our Saviour. 

Consider giving altar flowers in memory 
of a loved one, in celebration of a joyous 
occasion, or in thanksgiving for a 
blessing. Please sign up for a date of your 
choosing on the sheet on the Lawrence 
Room bulletin board, or contact Joan 
Young at 617-484-0950 or jsyoung@
mac.com to make arrangements.  

The Altar Guild is considered the 
Rector’s partner in helping make the 
worship life of the parish run smoothly.    
It is an honor and a privilege to serve 
on the Altar Guild at Church of Our 
Saviour.  If 
you have any 
questions, or 
are interested 
in more 
information 
about serving 
in this 
ministry, 
please contact 
Rev. Joel Ives 
or me.  

Send us forth to do 
the work... We’ve received two gifts to the parish 

in honor of Caleb Stewart. The gifts were from two separate families who have elderly 
relatives that Caleb has visited and kept in touch with for years.  When I asked Caleb, 
he smiled and said “Oh gosh, I’ve known these folks since I was in third grade and 
over the years I’ve done my best to keep in touch.  My parents are gone, and so I try 
to honor these folks by just dropping by from time to time and letting them know 
they’re thought of and prayed for.”  He went on to say, “I love those words at the end 
of Holy Communion where it says ‘now send us forth to do the work you have given 
us to do...I’ve always enjoyed these folks, so it’s not really work but a pleasure.  I’m so 
moved by their note.”  Thanks for your ministry, Caleb!

Music Notes
Joshua Slater

It has been an extraordinarily busy summer in the music department.  
We've had two section leaders depart, both for happy reasons, and 
begun planning for the upcoming season.  We have the good fortune 
to welcome Sarah Mitchell, a graduate student from Longy, as soprano 
section leader. Heather Gallagher, from University of Florida and most recently Yale, 
joins us as alto section leader.  We've also had a generous gift from a parishioner for 
much-needed new choir folders. We've got a full season ahead including a Fauré 
Requiem in November, the annual Lessons and Carols in December, and another 
concert coming in the spring! 

Of course the really big news is the new organ, about which more elsewhere; we're 
really very excited!
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Property
Caleb Stewart
Co chair, Property Committee

The property committee has been 
reasonably busy this summer.  The 
item I am happiest to have off my 
“To Do” list is the repair of the small 
stone arch in the cloister facing the 
cloister garden.  As some of you 
may recall, this work was begun a 
few years ago, but the mason had 
some family issues and was unable to 
finish the work.  It took some time to 
line up another mason with historic 
restoration experience.  Thankfully, 
Len Davenport, who managed our 
big exterior painting job last fall, 
connected us with Terry McLaughlin.  
Terry does beautiful work; he re-
installed the gothic keystone n the 
cloister arch and repaired many 
joints on both sides of the adjacent 
wall.  He also took the initiative to 
properly repair some mortar joints in 
the exterior wall of the Parish House. 
This section now has beautiful rope 
joints that match the original ones.  
Terry also re-mortared the front steps 
of the church and fixed a gap in stone 
work on the Rectory that was allowing 
water to leak in to Isaiah’s bedroom.  
I’m happy and I bet Isaiah is too!  The 
poor kid had to sleep in a tent in his 
own bedroom in order to stay dry---
just kidding.

Also on the subject of masonry 
projects, we await a detailed proposal 
for restoration of the sinking cloister 
arch that faces the Carlton Street 
driveway. I know I have mentioned 
this work before (ad nauseam) as it 
is so worrisome.  Recently, Ed Moll, 
a structural engineer, examined the 
sinking arch, wrote up a formal 
report that ends with these exact 
words: ”If not addressed soon, this 

arch will eventually fail, and it may 
fail catastrophically.”  We have already 
received some donations to help do this 
important work and I am profoundly 
grateful.   

On Friday, September 7th, Tom’s 
Hardwood Floors will buff and re-coat 
the floors in the upstairs Parish Hall.  The 
Parish Hall is a very busy spot with events 
held by parishioners and dance classes 
held by tenants. It has been 2 years since 
this work was last done, and the finish has 
become quite worn.

We have also greatly benefited from 
the efforts donated by the firm of 
Joseph Miner Horticulture. Joe Miner 
is holding a memorial service at the 
church in September and noticed that 
our gardens were rather shaggy. As a gift, 
he offered to send his landscape crew in 
to spruce up the place and asked me if 
it was OK.  Of course, I said YES!  Our 
rather wet summer has made everything 
grow, including weeds.  Joe’s whole crew 
stormed the property, and the place is 
looking great. This was a GODsend!  
Outside of paying to have the lawns 
mowed we try to maintain the church 
yards with just volunteer help.  Sometimes 
it is just too much to manage.

Mark Betts has built beautiful Rockport 
granite posts to support our new Carlton 
Street sign.  I have not seen the new sign, 
but understand it has been delivered and 
sits in a crate awaiting installation. 

The only sad news is that we had to cut 
down the huge Magnolia that graced the 
corner of the church in front of the tower. 
The tree had storm and disease damage 
so it needed to be removed.  It was such 
a nice feature that I would like to plant 
another Magnolia in its place.  It would 
be great to hear from other parishioners 

Thank you
to the Reids!

If you attended cloister services 
this summer you may have 
noticed and benefited from our 
new green folding chairs.  I think 
they are a vast improvement over 
the old noisy, heavy, rusty metal 
ones.  Thank you Watson and 
Juliette Reid for your donation!

with their thoughts on this.  Also, if any 
of you would like to take a more active 
role in things property, your participation 
would be most welcome.

If you attended cloister services 
this summer, you may have noticed 
and benefited from our new green 
folding chairs.  I think they are a vast 
improvement over the old noisy, heavy, 
rusty metal ones.  Thank you Watson and 
Juliette Reid for your donation!
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Welcome to the church Miss Sabrina Avery Holliday!

Jimmy Fund Walkers
Karen Jerome Skillins and her Auntie 
Gloria Yankee, an active bidder at the 
COOS Auction for the past 4 years,  
will walk 13.5 miles, from Wellesley to 
Boston, in the Jimmy Fund Walk.  It's 
our fourth walk! If you would like to 
donate to cancer research please go to 
www.jimmyfundwalk.org., put in my 
first name, and/or my aunt’s first name at 
the top of the home page. If you'd prefer 
to send a check, please make the check 
payable to the Boston Marathon Jimmy 
Fund Walk, and note it is for  bib # 4359 
/Karen and/or bib # 4016 Auntie Glo’s). 
Send to P. O. Box 3595, Boston 02241. 
You can always just hand me a check 
at church also, if that makes it easier.  
We will raise 
money through 
September. 
Thank you!

Clergy
The Reverend Joel M. Ives,

 
Rector

The Reverend David Eckel,
 

Sunday Associate

Music
Joshua Slater, Director of Music 
Matthew Hall, Organist,  

Asst. Choirmaster 

Staff
Marsha Searle, Parish Administrator
Edward T. Whitney, Assistant Treasurer
Amanda Swinchoski,  
Sunday School Coordinator

2012 Vestry
Eunice P. Howe, Grand Warden 
Stephen Williams, Sr. Warden
Douglas Skillins, Jr. Warden
Members of Vestry
Paul Healy, Treasurer
Barbara Ludeke, Clerk
Catherine Creecy, Isaac Garcia-Dale, 
Fred Grant, Dianne Haley, Abbott 
Lawrence, Thomas Matlack, 
Cathy McCarty, Jim Michmerhuizen, 
Neil Perry, Michael Robbins, 
Debra Wasiowicz, Joan Young

Delegates to Diocesan Convention
Lisa Shaw, Timothy Harwood

Good-bye to Lynn Ray!
Always there to help out.  You will be 
missed! We hope all your dreams come 
true on the west coast.  

Keep us posted!!!  Gosh...I don’t even 
have a pic...send one for the next issue!!


